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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yang (US 
PUB No.: 2004/0012642) and Lee (US Patent No.: 6,686,902). 

As to claim 1 . Yang discloses a method of inputting letters in a wireless terminal 
(example, Inputting characters on a wireless mobile terminal, see abstract) comprising steps of: 

a) typing in at least a first and last letters of a word to be input, and pressing a function 
key (See, Figure 6 element 600 and 602); 

b) recognizing as the last letter of the word to be input a letter typed-in prior to pressing 
the function key (example, if a key corresponding to a sentence input completion is inputted, see, 
paragraph [0043], Figure 6 and Figure 2); 

c) from a word repository, retrieving words having the same first and last letters as the 
typed-in first and last ones (see Figure 2 element 202 and 204). 

and displaying the retrieved words on a display device (see Figure 6 element 604); and 
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d) selecting a desired word from the displayed words, and converting the typed-in first 
and last letters into the selected word (see, Figure 3 and paragraph [0026]. 

However Yang does not disclose specifically disclose retrieving. 

Lee from the same field of endeavor disclose retrieving (see col. 3 lines, 58-67). 

It would have been obvious to have modified Yang's retrieving as presented by Lee. 

The motivation to combine to provide a method for inputting characters in a mobile 
terminal which includes a key input unit and a storage unit for storing a number of characters in 
mutual association which are arranged in predetermined order; searching a number of characters 
corresponding to the inputted key from the storage unit and displaying the characters in a current 
cursor position in sequence according to a predetermined time interval. 

As to claim 2. Yang discloses number of letters of a word to be retrieved (see Figure 2 
element 202 and 204). 

However Yang does not disclose wherein, in step c) the number of letters of a word to be 
retrieved is restricted to within a certain predetermined range. 

Lee from the same field of endeavor disclose the number of letters of a word to be 
retrieved is restricted to within a certain predetermined range (see col., 1 lines, 63-67 and col., 2 
lines, 1-11). 

It would have been obvious to have modified Yang's inputting letters in a wireless 
terminal the time of the invention with inputting letters in a wireless terminal as presented by 
Lee. 
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The motivation to combine to provide a method for inputting characters in a mobile 
terminal which includes a key input unit and a storage unit for storing a number of characters in 
mutual association which are arranged in predetermined order. 

As to claim 3. Yang does not disclose wherein a cursor moves in front of the last letter so 
as to enable an additional letter to be input. 

Lee from the same field of endeavor disclose wherein a cursor moves in front of the last 
letter so as to enable an additional letter to be input (see col , 2 lines, 12-19). 

It would have been obvious to have modified Yang's inputting letters in a wireless 
terminal the time of the invention with inputting letters in a wireless terminal as presented by 
Lee. 

The motivation to combine to provide a method for inputting characters in a mobile 
terminal which includes a key input unit and a storage unit for storing a number of characters in 
mutual association which are arranged in predetermined order maintaining a character displayed 
in a current cursor position and displacing the current cursor position to a next cursor position. 

As to claim 4. Yang discloses wherein the retrieved word is displayed in a sequence of 
higher retrieval-frequency (see abstract). 

As to claim 5 , Yang disclose, wherein, if the function key is pressed N times after typing 
the last letter, all the letters from the n.sup.th letter to the last one are recognized as the last 
letters (see paragraph [0027] and Figure 2). 

As to claim 6 . Yang disclose a method of inputting letters in a device capable of 
accepting letters as input (example, Inputting characters on a wireless mobile terminal, see 
abstract) comprising steps of: 
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a) typing in a first predetermined number of letters sequentially from a first letter of a 
word to be input, and pressing a function key (example, if a key corresponding to a sentence 
input completion is inputted, see, paragraph [0043], Figure 6 and Figure 2); 

b) retrieving words starting with the typed-in letters, the retrieved words being composed 
of a second predetermined number of letters (see abstract); 

c) displaying the retrieved words on a display device (see abstract); and 

d) selecting a desired word from the displayed words, and converting the typed-in letters 
into the selected word (see paragraph [003 1] and Figure 6. 

However Yang does not disclose specifically disclose retrieving. 

Lee from the same field of endeavor discloses retrieving (see col. 3 lines, 58-67). 

It would have been obvious to have modified Yang's retrieving as presented by Lee. 
The motivation to combine to provide a method for inputting characters in a mobile 
terminal which includes a key input unit and a storage unit for storing a number of characters in 
mutual association which are arranged in predetermined order; searching a number of characters 
corresponding to the inputted key from the storage unit and displaying the characters in a current 
cursor position in sequence according to a predetermined time interval. 

As to claim 7 , Yang discloses a method according to claim 6, wherein the device includes 
a cellular phone, a PDA, or a personal computer (example, wireless mobile terminal, see 
abstract). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Ohgitani (US Pub No.: 2003/0206159) is cited to teach Key input device.^ 
Lo (US Pub No.: 2004/0095327) is cited to teach Alphanumeric data input system and 
method. 

Griffin (US 2005/0190970) is cited to teach text input system for a mobile electronic 
device and methods thereof. 

Assadollahi (US Pub No.: 2007/0074131) is cited to teach Device incorporating 
improved text input mechanism. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meseker Takele whose telephone number is (571) 270-1653. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30AM- 5:00PM est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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